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Innovate UK is the UK’s Innovation Agency

We fund, support and connect 
innovative businesses to accelerate 
sustainable economic growth



UK is 1% of the global pop. with 4% of global wealth
UK R&D spend is £18bn ~2% of our GDP. Think that’s a lot?

But why innovate? 

UK £18bn

CN £119bn

DE £68bn

China’s R&D spend is 
about the size of the entire 
UK health budget. In 2011 
China filled more patents 
than the US
China’s R&D spending is 
almost entirely focused on 
development and 
demonstration (95%). 
This provides a huge 
capability in refining 
technologies for the 
market and scaling up 
manufacturing



UK Construction Weaknesses

Poor Integration: “…fracture between the management of construction and its execution”

High Costs: “…driven by inefficient procurement and processes”

Lack of Career AttractionLow Levels of Innovation
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“We have world class capability in architecture, design 
and engineering and British companies are leading the 
way … with the global construction sector forecast to 
grow by up to 70% by 2025”
Dr Vince Cable

“The time has come for the construction sector to reform by 
seizing the opportunities offered by the Digital Economy …the 
demands on finite resources more challenging and the need to 
look overseas for growth and opportunity has never been 
more pressing.”
Sir David Higgins –Chair HS2







goo.gl/BgCQmK

goo.gl/BgCQmK


So what have we delivered?

20 major competitions

580 projects

£118m funding to UK businesses 

800 companies funded

Components and Materials, AIMC4, Retrofit for the Future, Design and Decision Tools,
Energy Efficient Whitehall, User Centred design, Design for Future Climate, Ultra-
Efficient Lighting, Smart Meters Smart Homes, Smart DC Home SIG, Building
Performance Evaluation, Rethinking the Build Process, Invest in Innovative Refurb,
Buildings Better Connected, Localised Energy Systems, EracoBuild, Scaling up Retrofit,
Future Energy Management for Buildings, Digitising the Construction Sector, A Digital
tool for BIM, Building Whole Life Performance, Supply Chain Collaboration in
Construction

https://goo.gl/CEvZe6

https://goo.gl/CEvZe6


What’s next?

D4FC BPE BIM Toolkit

AEC Hackathon 
16-18 July

https://goo.gl/7iIN92
https://goo.gl/KDCWkn
http://goo.gl/qe32Vq
http://aechackathon.com/aec-hackathon-2-4-london/


Innovate UK on a Page



3 Legs…

Networks, Opportunities Facilities, Commercialisation, Exports

Funding, Support

http://www.ktn-uk.co.uk/
http://www.ktn-uk.co.uk/
https://www.catapult.org.uk/
https://www.catapult.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/innovate-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/innovate-uk


4 Questions…

1. Is there a big enough market? 

2. Can the innovation be world leading? 

3. Is it at the right stage of development?

4. Why should we use public money to help? 



The Application Process

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-rnSpIMiPc

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S-rnSpIMiPc


Thank You!

@simonLIBP

www.linkedin.com/company/the-built-environment


