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Case Studies



RathfinnyWine Estate, Alfriston





Rathfinny Farm

• 240 Hectares

• Arable

• Mostly south facing

• Two dwellings

• Farm buildings

• Ruined farm buildings

• Single track access

• Limited public access



Rathfinny Farm, Spring 2011



Rathfinny Farm, Summer 2011



Rathfinny Farm, Summer 2011



Rathfinny Wine Estate – Proposals

• 400 acres planted with vines

• Production of 1 million bottles of 

wine per annum

• Vine planting from 2012 

• Winery required by 2013



Rathfinny Wine Estate – Requirements

• New build Estate office

• Winery to be constructed in three 

phases

• Refurbished and extended vineyard 

manager’s house

• Seasonal workers’ accommodation

• New Estate access 









Environmental Benefits

• All processing of grapes on site

• Phased reduction in arable farming

• Restoration of chalk grassland

• Scrub clearance

• Enter to Higher Level Stewardship

• Rainwater harvesting and water 

recycling

• Extensive shelter belt planting

• Undergrounding of power cables





Economic Benefits

• Employment of 25 full-time staff by 

2023

• Use of local suppliers

• Training programme and 

sponsorship

• Tourism





Delivering the Development

• Public Consultation

• Pre-application consultation

• Surveys

• Quality of design

• Landscape Impact

• Demonstrating the need

• Demonstrating the benefits











Rathfinny Lodge - Before



Rathfinny Lodge - After



Winery Phase 1 Site, RathfinnyWine Estate



Winery Phase 1, RathfinnyWine Estate



Winery Phase 1, RathfinnyWine Estate



Winery Phase 1, RathfinnyWine Estate



Winery Phase 1, RathfinnyWine Estate



Estate Office, RathfinnyWine Estate



Estate Office, RathfinnyWine Estate



Flint Barns, RathfinnyWine Estate



Flint Barns, RathfinnyWine Estate



Flint Barns, RathfinnyWine Estate



Flint Barns, RathfinnyWine Estate





Flint Barns, Rathfinny Estate

Historic Building Assessment Report

• The materials and design are consistent with

the era of construction, contributing to the

general character of the area.

• The historic core of the group represents a

rare survival of an outfield farm and barn.

• The group of buildings represent the

changing fate of farming from the late 18th

century.



Flint Barns, Rathfinny Estate

The two statutory purposes of the SDNP designation:

• To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife 

and cultural heritage of the area;

• To promote opportunities for the public understanding 

and enjoyment of the special qualities of their areas.

If there is a conflict between these two purposes, 

conservation takes precedence. There is also a duty to 

foster the economic and social well being of the local 

community in pursuit of these purposes.



Flint Barns, Rathfinny Estate

Planning application description

“Proposed restoration and renovation of the flint

barns for a multi-functional use including for

seasonal workers accommodation and on-site

warden’s accommodation and for use by the

wider community including for visiting school

parties, ramblers and other interest groups.”



Flint Barns, RathfinnyWine Estate

Rathfinny Trail





Flint Barns, RathfinnyWine Estate

Planning Application Drawing



Flint Barns, RathfinnyWine Estate



Flint Barns, RathfinnyWine Estate



Flint Barns, RathfinnyWine Estate



Flint Barns, RathfinnyWine Estate



Land at The Fridays, East Dean



Land at The Fridays, East Dean

• Housing allocation for East Dean

• SHLAA submission

• Pre-application consultation

• Commitment to good quality design

• Attention to landscape and visual impact

• Surveys

• Public consultation

• Demonstrating it was the best option











Land at The Fridays, East Dean



Conclusions


